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Crynodeb

Paratowyd astudiaeth o nodweddion trefol Dei
Safl e Treftadaeth Byd i Ddi wydiant Ll echi Cy
Gwyddonol, a Diwylliannol y Cenhedloedd Unedig (UNESCO). Pentref ar dir uchel yng

Ngwynedd yw Deiniolen, a godwyd i gartrefu chwarelwyr Chwarel Dinorwig ger Llyn Peris,

un o chwareli llechi mwyaf y Gogledd tua diwedd y bedwaredd ganrif ar bymtheg

Maedr adroddiad yn amlinellu hanes y gwaith
threfgordd gyfagos Clwg-b o n t . Maedr astudiaeth nodweddi on
anheddu adi berthynas © seilwaith y ffyrdd a

diwydiannol yn bennaf, ond gan gynnwys adeiladau masnachol, diwylliannol a chrefyddol
hefyd, maedn trafod dyl anwad yr economi I I eo
a defnydd deunyddiau adeiladu, bob un ohonynt wedi cyfrannu at gymeriad arbennig

treftadaeth adeiledig y dref. Tanlinellir amrywiaeth cymeriad hanesyddol y dvefnadi

ardaloedd sydd & chymeriad gwahanol.

Dechreuodd yr aneddiadau yn Neiniolen a Chiulbont yn y 1820au ar hyd llinell ffordd a

rheil ffordd chwar el yn y drefn honno, l I'e ro
mentrus a brydlesodd leiniau tar gyfer adeiladu. Ystad y Faenol, o eiddo teulu Assheton

Smith, oedd prif dirfeddiannwr yr ardal a pherchennog Dinorwig, ond cafodd Deiniolen a
Chlwt-y-bont eu codi ar leiniau tir y tu allan i reolaeth yr ystad. Mae gan y ddau anheddiad
amrywiaeth o stodai, o fythynnod unllawr cynnar yn y traddodiad gwledig, i derasau o dai

daul awr |, gan gynnwys r hai ob6r tai teras cynha
eglwys ac ysgolion yn dangos datblygiad Deiniolen a &hbont fel cymunedau cyflawn.
Maepensaerniaeth y capeli yn arbennig yn datgelu uchelgais diwylliannol a ffyniant
economaidd y gymuned yn ail hanner y bedwar e
adeiladudén cyfrannu ||l awer at gymeriad y dda
meini nadd ar gyfer adeiladau o statws fel capeli ac eglwys, a thoeon llechi.

Tynnir y theméu amrywiol at ei gilydd i ddangos leiniolenwedi cadw cymeriad cryf a

neill tuol syodén deillio odr bedwaredd ganri f
dopograffi, hanes economaidd a chymdeithasol
adeiladau ohonyn nhw. Maedr adroddiad yn gor

dynodi Ardal Gadwraeth.



Summary

An urbancharacter study of Deiniolen was preparad2017 in support of the Wales Slate
World Heritage Nomination to be submitted to thé&nited Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural OrganisatiolJNESCO). Deiniolen is an upland village in Gwynedd, built to
house quarrymen who worked at thBinorwig Quarry near Llyn Peris, one of the largest

slate quarries in North Wales in the nineteenth century.

The report outlines the history of quarrying in the locality and the development of
Deiniolen and the adjoining township of Ciytbont. The charactertsidy examines the

pattern of settlement and its relationship to its existing infrastructure of roads and land
ownership. Focussing mainly on industrial housing, but also encompassing commercial,
cultural and religious buildings, it discusses the influehtiee local economy, cultural
aspirations, social structure and the use of building materials, all of which have contributed
to the special character of the i | |bailtgherifage. The variety of historic character within
the villageis highlighted by the identification of separate character areas.

Settlement at Deiniolen and Clwtbont began in the 1820s on the line of a quarry road

and railway respectively, where they crossed the estates of opportunistic land owners who
leased pits for building. The Vaynol Estate of the Assheton Smith family was the dominant
landowner in the area, and owner Biinorwig, but Deiniolen and Clwi/-bont were built on
pockets of land beyond its control. Both settlements contain a variety of housiady,st

from early singlestorey cottages of rural tradition, to terraces of twstorey houses,

including some of the earliest terraced housing in the North Wales siairying district.

The emergence of Deiniolen and Chytbont as fullyformed communitiess marked by the
chapels, church and schools. The architecture of the chapels in particular reveals the cultural
aspiration and economic prosperity of the community in the second half of the nineteenth
century. Building materials contribute much to theacacter of both settlements, in their

use of field stones, quarried stones for the buildings of status such as chapels and church,
and slate roofs.

The various themes are drawn together to show that Deiniolen retains a strong and
distinctive nineteentitentury character based on its unique combination of topography,
economic and social history, and the local natural resources with which its buildings were
constructed. The report concludes with recommendations on the merits of designation of
ConservationArea status.
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1 Aims of the study

Historic character confers identity, creates a sense of belonging and contributes to the
quality of the places where we live, work and visit. It can also be an asset for economic
vitality and regeneratiarProtecting and sustaining local character effectively requires a
sound evidence base that can inform regeneration activity, conservation, planning and
design, and support decisions about conservation, management and the accommodation of
change.

Developing character studies for settlements helps provide a robust evidease for local
planning policies and will provide a key element of support for managing these proposed
settlements for the future.

The immediate purpose of this study is to prde supporting evidence for one aspect of the
forthcoming Wales Slate World Heritage Site nominatidhe nomination will seek to
convey the important value that settlements play in the outstagdimiversal value of the
site. Deiniolen is one of the setiinents selected for study, because it itaown distinctive
characterthat reveals specific aspeabkthe development of the slate industry and the

economy, society and culture that it produced.
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Fig 1 Location map/.
2 Introduction

Deiniolen, with aroutlying township of Clwdy-bont on its south side, is an upland village in
Snowdonia, Gwynedd, standing just over 200 metres above sea level (fig 1). Both
settlements are within the Dinorwig Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest. Deiniolen

is set and the moorland slopes on the north side of LIlyn Padarn and, unusually for a slate
industry settlement, has no visual relationship with the Dinorwig Quarry where its
inhabitants mainly worked. The former quarry is approximately 1.8 miles (3 kilometres) to
the south east, close to Llyn Padarn. Around the edges of the village is a landscape of small



fields, with some scattered roadside settlement, and a backdrop of rocky moorland to the
south. Afon Caledffrwd forms an approximate eastern boundary of Deiniolbereas
Clwt-y-Bont is built on both banks of the river. The land slopes roughly ngudhith,

meaning that mountain views in the direction of Snowdon to the south are possible from
most parts of the village.

3 Historical background

Deiniolenand Clwty Bontwere established by and for quarrymenkinorwig. However,
the landon which the settlements were built was uninhabited upland padtefere
enclosure ofLlandeiniolerparish in 1808At this time several estates had land oreth
uplands, mainly the Vaynol Estate of the Assheton Smith familthdret were also small
estatessuch as Coed Helen and Caeau Uchaf, which would become the nucleus of
quarrying settlements from the I®s.

Fig 2 Detall of Llanddeiniolen Tithe map3.188e quarry road passes through plotigah
is the Caeau Uchaf Estatel became the nucleus of Deinidieimorwigailway passes
through plot 193, the Coed Helen Estatey-dnt was built largely on the existing roads in plots
193 and 192.

The Dinorwig Slate Quarry was established in 1787 by Thomas Assheton Smith of Vaynol,
on the north side of LIyn Padarn. Previous quarrying at Dinorwig had been on a small scale,
but Assheton Smith invested in transport infrastructure as well as the qgrallowing a
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significant increase in production, and therefore employment. In 1810 a road nearly 8 miles
(12.5 kilometres) long was completed from the quarry, over the high ground of
Llanddeiniolen, to a quay at Felinheli on the Menai Strait. The roadsugerseded in 1824

5 by a horsedrawn railway, the Dinorwig Railway, which traversed the same high ground.

The quarry road passed through the estate of Caeau Uchaf, owned by Robert William
Griffith, who had started leasing land for building by the E3@i@ 2). One of the earliest
buildings was Capel Ebenezer, which was established by the road in 1823. The nucleus of
Deiniolen was formed along this road, and two new streets at right anglesddléw

Street and North Street. Two of the houses in Hitreet are dated, one 1834 and the

other 1836. These early houses were built either singly, in pairs or in short rows of three or
four, probably by local men, including quarrymen themselves. As a settlement took root it
encouraged speculative buildershiaild on a more ambitious scale. An example of this is
Rhes Fawr, a terrace of fourteen houses built on New Street, and a parallel row of thirteen
immediately behind it called Back New Street. They were built in the period-B&32
speculative developmehy David Griffith of Caernarfon, who was building a similar row of
guarrymends houses in Penygroes at the same

The Dinorwig Railway passed through the Coed Helen estate owned by ThomaqfiRj&,
where trackside dwellings were also bulBy bidging the river the two banks were made
accessible to each other and cottages and holisgmn to appeann existing farm roads on
either bank A mill was built in 1840 beside the Caledffrwd for producing school slates
(athough atableton the buildingclaimsthe datewas 1835)with raw material supplied by
the railway

In 1842 a new railway, the Padarn Railway, supersedeDitt@wig Railway and the
settlements of Deiniolen and Clwtbont became more isolated. However, development
continued in both settlements in the nineteenth centueyidence for which is provided by
the Ordnance Survey maps of 1888 Deiniolen agrid of greets waslaid out on the lower
end ofthe Caeau Uchaéstated Tai Carad@, Rhes Marian, Tabernacle Stre@tyn Terrace
and Green Terracéfig 3) Development in Clwty-Bont included short terraces on the
existing road on both sides of the Caledffrwd(fig 4)

With a growing population cama social and cultural infrastructure in the formaifapels
and schoolsEbenezeran Independent chapeVas the firstand was the name hyhich
Deiniolenwas known in the nineteenth centur@efn yWaen stands outsidehe villageand
wasfoundedas a Calvinistic Methodist chapel1838.In Deiniolenwere Capel Tabernacl
(Wesleyan Methodist, 1860) art@¢apel Disgwylfa (Calvinistic Methodist, 1864), while in
Clwt-y-Bont were Libanus (Baptist, 1877) and Capel Madeef (Independent, 1879).
Eglwy<Crist (Christ Church, an Anglican church btih 1857 at the expense of Thomas
Assheton Smittior the benefit of theDinorwig quarrymen was also built outside of
Deiniolen

There was a British School in Deiniolen by 1854, Etdr a nordenominational school on
the old quarry road, close to the church. Quarrymen are said to raised £900 for the building
of the nonconformistsd British school, about

It was in the second half of the nineteenth century thatimdelen expanded beyond the
confines of the Caeau Estate, on land owned by the Vaynol Estate. New Street was
extended south to form Deiniol Road, on which the British School, Disgwylfa and
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Tabernacle Chapels were built. Vaynol Terrace (now Rhes Faenobuwilagmmediately
east (fig 3), and in the last decade of the nineteenth century Victoria Terrace was added to
the west of High Street, on the original quarry road.

&0 Capel Ebenezgf : v
b == - o i “1
_ { Congregation ' R S ‘
’ s Y 7 Dy 2
o P 4 %

/N dor @ Alancrhyd-Bidog |
Fig 3 Deiniolen in 1889, showing the grid of streets south of High Street ttatfteadNiav

Street.
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Fig 4 Settlement at Clybont in 189. The formeDinorwigailway runs diagonally lower right

to upper left.

The Glaminorwig Mill for producing school slates was established on the edge of-EIwt
bont, probably in 1879, the date on its waterwheel. But there was little further economic
growth in the district. The Dinorwig Quarry reached its peak of production in the 1890s

4



and, &hough it did not close until 1969, theneas little new buildingn Deiniolenuntil the
1920s The Carnegidibrary was built in 1913, and the war memorial veagsequently
erected in its forecourt. On the opposite side of the road, Ys@alaun Gynfopened in
1927 A large development of social housidigiafod Oleu and Pentre Heledwas built in
the 19409g(fig 5) Since 1945 there have been small developments iwvitfageitself,
including on the site of former allotments, and others on greenfielksithe largest is
Rhydfadog Estate, situated between the main village and the church.

7 — )
g the layout of Hafod Oleu and Pentre

\... (7 I, .-;-- ' 7
1953 Ordnance Survey rshpwin
Helen on the west side ofthikage

4 Character of building
4.1 Building type and style

Local style is best displayed in thidlagé sousing stock. The earliest type of house in
Deiniolen and Clwdy-Bont is the singletorey two-room house, occasionally set at right
angles to the road. These include Faiffynnon, ad Tyny-Clwt, both squatter cottages by
the quarry roadbut on the Vaynol Estate. The former Siop y Gornel on High Street, dated
1834, is the only example of a house at right anggeke road in the centre of thevillage

(fig 6) Other examples facindné road are in Clway-bont. These houses are clearly derived
from the rural vernacular tradition.

However the singlestorey cottage soon fell out of favour. The sindllented two-storey

house, in which one room is placed on top of another, instead of-bBidside, allowed a

greater density of houses to be built along the roadside. Rhes Fawr on Newt3tran

early example of this kind of development and is a consciously industrial row with urban
character (fig 7). Apart from a larger house at the upper end, the houses are of uniform size
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with regular openings and under a single sloping roofdinaearly example of a
distinguishing characteristic of industrial housing in both north and South Wales. Ordnance
Survey maps show that behind New Street was a similar row of houses on Back New

Street, only one of which survives, and in mere shell form8(fig herefore neither New
Street nor Back New Street had gardens.

Fig 7 Rhes Fawr in New Street, fourteenomvo houses built between 1832 and 1838 on a
sloping site.
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Fig9 Rhes Marian, twandow houses built in the second half of the nineteenth century, setback
from the street behind garden walls.

The range of nineteentbentury houses in Deinioleand Clwty-bont reveals improvements

in qguarrymends houses through the nineteenth
which progressively have more floor space and room height. Houses built in the 1830s, and

7



often later, open directly on to thetreet. After the midcentury some of these no longer
face the street directly, but are set back behind small front gardens with gardendvgaith

as Tai Caradog, Rhes Marian and Rhes Faenol (fig 9, 10). A higher standard of houses is
represented by Vioria Terrace, at the west end of the High Street and set apart from the
village centre, and Ffordd Deiniol (fig 11). These terraces incorporate relatively large bay
windows in the lower storey, and have rear wings.

FiglO Vaynol Terrace (now RI“mnI) built beié former E{uarry road, but on the Vaynol

Estate.

Fig 11 Ffordd Deiniol, built in the last decade of the nineteenth century. It dasipedbialls
with smoothendered architraves, bay windows and brick stacks, all of vgudhtifsbim
earlier housing
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Since most of Deiniolends houses were bui
differentiation in its housing. However, as the quality of houses improved in the nineteenth
century subtle social hierarchies developed, andhaps the differential quality of housing
helped to create them.

As Deiniolen emerged and gradually took on the functions of an urban settlement it
attracted local professionals. There was evidently only a small middle class in Deiniolen,
such as schoadachers and ministers, with no real evidence that the managerial or
supervisory class of quarry employees were living in Deiniolen. There are detached houses
in Deiniol Road (fig 12). In Clwt-Bont there are also individually built houses, such as Plas
Eryr, perhaps for the managers and supervisory staff of the original School Slate Works and
the later Glandinorwig writingslate mill.

Fig 12 Bro Dawel, an individually thalise in Ffordd Deiniol, of snecked quarried stone, with
lightgrey granite dressings and quoins.

Hafod Oleu and Pentre Helen is a mti@entieth century councihouse development, well
spaced out in a gardevillage style, its curved roads a deliberabmtrast to the straight
nineteenthcentury terraces. The houses are built in blocks of tearr, with large garden
areas, a contrast to the higtensity of some of the older nineteenttentury houses. The
houses introduced a new architectural vocabulary ©einiolen, in the form ohipped roofs,
crossgabled bays, and simple bold detail such as concrete canopies over doorways.

The most prominent buildings in Deiniolen are public buildidgse church, chapels, library
and schod. Neither of them are but in a local style anthey were designed by architects
from outside of the immediate are@he church was built in Decorated style by

diocesan archite¢tHenry Kennedylts tall, asymmetrical spires visible from various parts
of the settlement, inktiding Qwt-y-bont, despite being detached from the villgfig 13) It
conveys the kind of authority thatspatron, Thomas Assheton Smith, want&uith a large

9
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churchyard and adjoining vicarage, it is-setfsciously rural in its setting, as if it stad
before thevillagewas built

Fig 14 Cefn yWaenChapel, 1868. Its front is built of snecked,fackd stones with
freestone dressings.
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Close to it is Cefry-Waen Calvinistic Methodisthapel Proximity of church and chapel
gives a superficial impression that they are in competition, but when the church was built
the chapel was only a modest building. It was rebuilt in 1868 by RicharddDaiBangor. It
has a Romanesque galkled facade, and architecturally is the finest of the surviving local
chapeldfig 14) Its rebuilding marks the rising prosperity, as well as the increasing
confidence and sophistication of the nonconformist commur@ther chapels are less
distinguished architecturalliput still characteristic of the periodrhe Reverend Thomas
Thomas of Landore, Swanseabuilt Ebenezem 185§ a relatively simple classical building
with pilasters and roundheaded windowsfig 15). Libanusbuilt by RichardDwens of
Liverpoolin 1877,also has roundheaded windows, but is more distuighed by its se of
materials and by the steep roof pitcBach of these chapels reflects the prevailing
nonconformistfashionfor gableend fagade with roundheaded windows.

_—

A

Fig 15 Capel Ebener, 1858, an early work of the Reverend Thomas Thomas of Landore,
Swansea.

Educational and cultural buildings are also promingmé Carnegidibrary of 1913stands in
a key location in High Street oppie the junction with Hafod Oleu. The nen
denominational school is an ambitious building, testament to the importance placed on
education by industrial communiti¢ig 16) and, with the former British School and Ysgol
Gwaun Cynfischools make a significant contribution to the character ofthikage

The economicinfrastructureof Deiniolen is poorly representedsthere arefew
nineteenthcenturycommercial buildings. Ordnance Survey sxdp not show a public

house in either 2iniolen orClwt-y-bont as late as 1914. Siop y Gornel was a shop by the
early twentieth century, but was adapted from a cottage. Another former shop was Cynfi,

11



outside of the village next to the nedenominational school, although its shop window has
beeninfilled(fig 17)

Fig 17 Cynfi, formerly a shop, but set outside of the village close {etmenmioational school.
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4.2 Building materials

Bulding materials make an important contribution to the character of Deiniolen and &lwt
y-bont. Rubble stone is the most commonlged building material in the village, especially
for houses. In most cases it is quarried, and used either as random rubbl# arto

roughly rectangulafaced blockgfig 18) Field stone was used in garden and other boundary
walls,while for buildings itis less common, although sometimes usedhe back walls

rather than the front(fig 19) Buildings are roofed itocally quarried slate.

‘ i > ; e : ; %
Fig 18 Houses in Tabernacle Street. The house on the right imbddnofubble startke
later houses further left of quarried stone roughly shaped into blocks. All openings are under lintel:
of slate blocks. The snedtedegarden walls are later. Originally the houses opened directly on to
the street.
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Fig 19 The pooresjualitymaterials areften to the side or rear, as seen here in a house behind
Green Terracbuilt of field stone

For houses, the stone was often usedarge blocks, with stone lintels rather than arches

over the openings. However, mbef the houses have subsequently bgmbbledashed

and the use of local materials is now best displayed in garden walls. Sawn slate slabs are used
as copings to dwanivalls with railings, and as gate piéiig 20) Use of slate gate piers is
particularly distinctive in long terraces such as Rhes Faenol, Tai Caradog and Rhes Marian (in
the latter case the garden walls have been rebuilt in slate but the original gegehpiee

been retained)seefig9) Di vi si ons between garden wall s
f e n c eceawiau i.e@ slabs laid on end and held together with wirg 21) This is derived

from the rural tradition of field walls and is charactdit of the slate regions of North

Wales.
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Fig 21 Slate fences d'Vid'ngdns iryBtnt.

For buildings erected in the second half of the nineteenth agntmany of which are
buildings of status, various forms of dressed stone are used, at least for the fagade. Rock
faced stone laid in regular courses is seekghwys Cristand the facade of Glamorwig
writing-slate mill (above a lower storey of randombble). Snecked, rockaced stone was
used for the facade of CefjyWaen chapel which, like the church, has sandstone dressings

15



From the 1870s use of greenish igneous rock broken into pieces and carefully laid to give a
0 crpmpawi ngo p a tlswas usedinvaribus contewts, such as Capel Libanus, but
also boundary walls of thellageburial ground and Glatinorwig writing-slate mill(fig 22)

This treatment is a characteristic feature of Nortirest Wales in the late nineteenth

century andcan be seen in towns such as Caernarfon and Conwy.

Fig 22 The Ipundary wall of Gtmorwigwritingslate milhas randomly shaped quarried stones
pieced together in a crazed pattern, with slate blocks for the coping course.

Fig 23 The Carnegie Libramth pebbldashed front and smoathdered pilasters.
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Brick is rarely seen in Deiniolen. It is used mainly for chimney stacks and window dsessing
in buildings of the late nineteenth century. Roughcast and palatdked walls are part of

the local chareter, especially in Deiniolen. Capel Ebenezer and its vestry are both mainly
roughcast, which is typical of chapels of the late nineteenth century. Pdasblte often used

in combination with roughcast, became a signature feature of Deiniolen in the atlenti
century, applied to older terraced houses, but also public buildings such as the library and
Ysgol Gwaun Cynfi, and the social housing in Hafod Oleu and Pentre Helen.

Sincethe late twentieth century slatelocks have been used for building, mainlyrmbary
walls evidence of the continuing importance of slate to local iderfsge fig 9)

5 Character Areas
5.1 Parish church and environs

Important public buildings stand outside the east end of the village, on both sides of the
former quarry road but are inextricably part of theillage(fig 24) The buildings here all
have an upland rural settinig, a landscape dields with drystone walls.

The church of Egwlys Crist is the most visually dominant building in the surrounding
landscape on acomt of its tall spire (see fig 13). It is set in a large churchyard, and the
effect of its spire is literally heightened by its position on rising ground as seen from the
road to the south. Behind it is the altered vicarage. The character of the churcliyard
enhanced by the proliferation of slate gravestones, a distinctive regional form.
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Fig 24 Parish church and environs character area.
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Cefn yWaenchapel, to the northeast of the church, is less prominent in its rural setting,
but hasa well-detailedRomanesque facadés fantly polychromeboundary walbf non
local quarried stonerovidesa stark contrast with the adjoining field wa(fgy 25)

On the south side of the road is the former nesrenominational school, set at right angles
to the road, close to whichis Cynfi a latenineteenth centuryhouseandshop.Further west
toward the villageis Tyny-Clwt, a singlestorey squatter cottage set at right angles to the
road.

~

Fig 25 Cefn yWaenchapelThe boundary wall of snecked, quarried stone.

5.2 Villageentre

High Street, New Street and North Street form the nucleusiniolen and stand on the
former Caeau Uchaf estafdig 26) Buildings started ithe 1820salong the quarry road,
smaHlsaledevelopmentdy quarrymen and speculative buildetapel Ebeneer is
contemporary with the early development.

On High Street the heights of the buildings vary, indicating that the street is an amalgam of
different building programmes and buildersoalbuilt short rows, pairs or sometimes even
single houses (fig 27). One of the houses is dated 1836, but other houses are taller and
clearly belong to the second half of the nineteenth century. Nevertheless High Street retains
the character of a piecemeailnplanned settlement that came into being by the roadside.

This theme is continued on North Street (fig 28), whereas on New Street Rhes Fawr
provides the earliest example of a street built in a single development (see fig 7).
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Fig 26 Villageentreand Hafod Oleu & Pentre Hetharacter aresa

Fig 27 High Street, with houses from the 1830s to taller houses of the later nineteenth century.
Some of the smaller earlier houses have been combined to form larger dwellings, as on the right.
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Fig 28 North Street has houses of different dates from the 1830s onwards, only two of which
retain original stone froi@srden walls are later additions.

A second phase of development was building rows on the existing alignment, creating a grid
of streets on he south side of the High Street. Finally, further rows extended beyond the
original limits of the settlement, namely Victoria Terrace and Rhes Faenol.

The houses are constructed of rubble stgresmetimes with pronounced boulders and with
large lintels wer the windows and doorsynder slate roof (see fig 18)Most of the

exteriors have been rendered or pebbtiashed in the twentieth century, and there has

been much window and door replacement, often with unsympathetic modern materials such
as uPVCSomepairs of small houses have been combined into a single dwelling.

The earlyhouses open directly on to the streeLater they are set back behind garden walls.
The exposed rubble stone, or modern slate garden walls, many with railings, are important
to the characterof the streetsand in thestory of progressin workingclass hougsg in the
nineteenth centuryfigs 9, 20)Slate gte piers aregprevalent here

5.3 Hafod Oleu and Pentre Helen
Hafod Oleuand Pentre Helen is an estate of social housing laid out in the 1940s in a garden
suburb style, with pronounced curving streets and houses in blocks ofdwo(figs 26,29).

Ysgol Gwaun Gynfi stands at the upper end.

Houses and school are pebbiashel, which is a signature characteristic of the region in the
twentieth century. The pebbidash is consistent across the estate and, although original
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windows and doors have been replaced, this area retains much of its original character and
is evidence oprogress made in housing standards in the first half of the twentieth century.

Hafod Oleu follows the line of an earlier lane, although now much widened, but both sides
of the road are lined with fieldtone walls, a conscious decision to incorporatesdement
of its rural setting in the new housing estate.

Fig29 Hafod Oleu, seen here with houses in blocks of two and four, vetore fisddt wall on
the line of a former field wall.

54 Ffordd Deiniol (Deiniol Road)

Development of the south end of Deiniolen was along Ffordd Deiniol, which is a
continuation of New Street but on Vaynol Estate land (fig 30). The street developed from
the mid nineteenth century, one of the earliest buildings being the British Schook Ther
were two chapels on this street, both of which have now been demolished, the site of each
being redeveloped for modern housing.

Ffordd Deiniol nevertheless retains historic character, with cultural and residential buildings.
On the west side is a supeni terrace of houses, set back behind garden walls, and featuring
shallow bay windows and brick details. Near opposite are detached houses designed for the
emerging professional class, and the former British School, with roughcast walls
characteristic of he late nineteenth century (fig 31). At the bottom of the road is the

former School Slate Works of 1840, much altered.

There is a large burial ground, originally the burial ground of Capel Disgwylfa, which has
boundary walls of field stone (in effect aldl dield wall) and entrance gates with curved
flanking walls of snecked, quarried stone. In the burial ground itself are mainhskde/n
head stones with engravings and relief carving of varying richness (fig 32).
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4 Ffordd Deiniol / Deiniol Road
5 Clwt-y-bont (N side)

6 Dinorwig Railway

7 Clwt-y-bont (S side)

8 Glandinorwig writing-slate mill (Felin Sarn)

Fig30 Ffordd Deiniol af@lwty-bontcharacter areas.

Fig 3 The former British SchooRondd Deiniol, with later roughcast walls.
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Fig32S| ate gravestones add to the distinct
5.5 Clwty-Bont (north side)

The north side of Clwty-Bont is a road running approximately eagtst from thecemetery
at the foot of Ffordd Deiniol in the east to Plas Eryr in the wéfgg 3). It is crossed
diagonally by the line of theinorwig Railway.

The long road thatormsthe north side of Clwty-bont has buildingbuilt at different times
in the nineteenth and twentieth centurieBhis eastwest road is the area with the weakest
historical character, in spite of the fact that the former Capel Libaswasprominent buildig
(fig B). Two rows of nineteenthcenturyhouseson the north side of the road opposite
CapelLibanushave been mostly demolished, as hageond chapel, Maes y Dref.
However, on the south side of the road there are narrow pathways that link to hotisats
faced theDinorwig railway and preserve an important element in the pattern of original
settlement(fig 3).

There are singlstorey and twestorey nineteenthcentury houses along this road, albeit all
of them more or less altered, and at the westceis Plas Byr, probably built for the

manager of the&lardinorwig mill (fig 3). Interspersed with these nineteenttentury

houses are small twentietbentury estates such as Maes Gwylfa and Stad Madpelse

filled in previously undeveloped roadsidetpland in that sense continue with the piecemeal
linear development that began in the nineteenth century.
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